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RAHUL RALLY
ON SUNDAY

Congress vice-president Rahul
Gandhi will on Sunday address

arally at
Ramlila Ground
in Ambedkar
Nagar. This is
the same venue
where less than
a fortnight before the Delhi
assembly polls Rahul had
addressed a rally which ended
in a flop show.

Two more leaders join
Cong: BJP leader Sukhbir
Panwar and Satan Pal Daima,
who contested the assembly
polls as an independent
candidate from Karawal Nagar,
joined Congress on Tuesday.
Panwar is a former president of
Delhi NCP.

BJP distributes pamphlets
to expose “AAP lies’: Inabid
to “expose” AAP, BJP has got
pamphlets printed which has a
list of unfulfilled promises
made by AAP. BJP leaders say,
its workers will distribute the
pamphlets during door-to-door
campaigning.

Sehrawat takes swipe at
Bidhuri: Colonel (retd)
Devinder Sehrawat, AAP
candidate from South Delhi,
has issued a release alleging
that there were criminal cases
against BJP’s Ramesh Bidhuri.
The BJP leader’s office termed
the allegations as baseless.
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Sibal ‘gifted’ Ambani
firm 7650cr: Vardhan

BJP Leader Accuses AAP Of Sitting Quiet

Risha Chitlangia | TN

New Delhi: After Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), BJP has
launched a scathing attack on
Congress for “favouring” the
Ambanis. On Tuesday, Delhi
BJP chief Harsh Vardhan,
whois contesting from Chand-
ni Chowk, alleged that his
electoral rival, telecom minis-
ter Kapil Sibal, “gifted” a Rs
650-crore penalty waiver to
Anil Ambani’s company Re-
liance Communications Lim-
ited, which was fined for
“switching off services in 13
circles” in 2010.

Vardhan also accused
AAP, which has been attack-
ing Mukesh Ambani, of sit-
ting quiet on Sibal’s alleged
bounty to RCL. “He has de-
prived the country of Rs 650
crore which RCOM should
have paid for switching off the
services in 13 circles in the
northeastern sector. Sibal
waived the penalty with no
valid explanation. Interest-
ingly; AAP is silent on this is-
sue. They either don’t know
about it or prefer to remain si-
lent as it suits them. I demand
ajudicial inquiry,” said Vard-

WAR OF WORDS: Vardhan is taking on Sibal in Chandni Chowk

han. He showed documents to
support his claim.

With less than 10 days left
forpollinginthecity, Congress
leaders see it as a desperate at-
tempt by BJP to topple Sibal,
the sitting MP. “He doesn’t un-
derstand law and the contours
of civilized politics. All T can
do is take pity. If they are so
concerned, why don’t they file
a complaint,” said Sibal while
dismissing the allegations.

Targeting AAP, Vardhan
said, “AAP is attacking every-
one. Butthey preferredtokeep
quiet on this issue. Their si-
lence proves that they are the
B-team of Congress”. But
AAP leader Prashant Bhush-
an, who had first raised the is-
sue in 2011 and filed a petition

in the Supreme Court, said
BJP is ignorant about the de-
velopments in the case. “We
werethefirsttoraisetheissue.
We have filed a complaint in
CBI and CVC in this regard.
But it is still pending,” said
Bhushan.

An RCOM spokesperson
said, “RCOM strongly refutes
these wild, baseless and politi-
cally motivated allegations.
The alleged penalty of Rs 650
crore was completely unsus-
tainable, and there is no ques-
tion of any illegal waiver”.

Chandni Chowk is setfora
three-cornered fight between
BJP, Congress and AAP. De-
spite strong anti-incumbency,
Sibal, a two-term MP, is a
strong contender.
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Tiwari gets into the act for role

Maria Akram | TNN

New Delhi: Manoj Tiwari,
the Bhojpuri star-turned-pol-
itician contesting on a BJP
ticket from North East Delhi
constituency, is also a poet
wholetsoff acoupletortwoat
the drop of a hat. BJP’s poor-
vanchali face in Delhi, Tiwa-
riismuch indemand withthe
party’s other six Lok Sabha
candidates also, but he’s find-
ingithardtowinheartsinhis
own constituency.

The general sentiment
among the electorate is that
movie celebrities win on
their star power but then ne-
glect the voters. At a meeting
with RWAs in Yamuna Vihar,

Dance of
Democracy

senior citizens had pointed
questions for the actor. “Why
should we vote for you? When
you go back to your movies,
who will look after us?” said
an RWA member.

With three movies pend-
ing, Tiwarihas decided not to
take up more projects if he
wins. “To be with the people, I
have bought a flat in Yamuna
Vihar,” he told the gathering,
adding that he has houses in
Saket and Dwarka as well.
His wife and daughter are

Rajesh Mehta

MEET THE STAR: Manoj Tiwari campaigns in North East Delhi

back in Bihar, “But they have
accepted my decision. My
daughter says ‘papa, toh desh
ke liye chale gaye (papa has
leftusforthe country)’.”

Not many in the area
seemed convinced. They said

their representative has to be

approachable. “North East is
the most neglected area. Dur-
ing Commonwealth Games,
all the development in east
Delhi took place in Sandeep
Dikshit’s area,” said Ramesh
Kumar of Maujpur. To this,
Tiwarisaid there are threeis-

sues on his agenda: “Comple-
tion of Signature Bridge, wa-
ter and electricity, and
regularization of colonies.”

The campaigning is tak-
ing its toll on him. There are
dark circles under his eyes
and histanisashadetoodark
forhisfans’liking. Tocreatea
serious image, he hasn’t in-
vited any Bhojpuri starlet or
actor tocampaign for him. He
also refused to comment on
his colleagues from Bhojpuri
films, Ravi Kisan and Nagma,
who are contesting on Con-
gresstickets.

Tiwari was associated
with Samajwadi Party in the
last Lok Sabha election and
contested from Gorakhpur,
Uttar Pradesh, where he lost
to BJP’s Adityanath, polling
only 83,059 votes (4.9% of the
total). “I wasn’t ready, but in
the Delhi assembly elections
last year I did several rallies
for BJP. Now, my only motive
istomakeModiwin,” said the
43-year-old.

With Muslims making up
25-27% of the electorate here,
winning on a BJP ticket may
not be easy. Tiwari, though,
claims Muslim-dominated
areas are not cold to him.
“People say ‘hi-hello’ to me
and are receptive,” he said.
Askedif itisathree-cornered
fight, he said, “It’s between
AAPandBJPinthisconstitu-
ency. Congressisfinished.”

maria.akram@timesgroup.com

2 FIRs against Bhati
for violating norms

VandanaKeelor | TNN

Noida: District officials on
Tuesday took cognizance of
media reports on how Samaj-
wadi Party candidate for Gau-
tam Budh Nagar, Narendra
Bhati, was trying to influence
voters to violate Election Com-
mission norms at a rally. Two
FIRsunder Section 171-Cof IPC
and Section 123(2) of Represen-
tation of the People Act, 1951
have been lodged against Bhati
in Noida and Greater Noida for
violation of model code of con-
duct and for undue influence
duringelections.

Officials said a monitoring
team, along with the city magis-
trate, perused Bhati’s videos
with senior police officials and
found Bhati was trying to influ-
ence voters. “Considering Bha-
tihad addressed two gathering-
sand given inflammatory
speeches at both locations, two
FIRs were lodged,” said Rajesh
Yadav, SDM, Dadri, also in-
charge of enforcing model code
of conduct.

A detailed investigation
willbe carried outtodetermine
how Bhati’s speech was missed
by teams monitoring candi-
dates involved in campaigning.
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US - India Science and Technology

wssTe Endowment Fund Logo Design Competition

Indo-US Scienco and Technology Forum

The logo should:

ecosystem of innovation.

societal impact.

Indo-US Science and Technology Forum invites professionals and students enrolled in art
and design schools and universities, research institutions and design firms in India and the
United States to design the logo for the US - India Science and Technology Endowment Fund.
The governments of the United States of America (through the US Department of State) and
India (through the Department of Science & Technology) have established the United States -
India Science & Technology Endowment Fund for promotion of joint research and
development, innovation, entrepreneurial and commercialization activities in Science and
Technology. The activities of the Fund are coordinated and administered through the
bi-national Indo-US Science & Technology Forum (IUSSTF).

= Reflect the resolve of our nations to promote science and technological led joint
entrepreneurial initiatives and be in line with the objectives of the Fund to create an

= Reflectthe inclusive and distinct character of the Fund to commercialize technologies for

Awards* : First Prize: $5000, Second Prize: $2000, Third Prize: $1000
Certificate of Appreciation will be givento top 10 entries.

To submit your logo online please visit www.usistef.org

Submission Deadline: 20 April 2014

*Terms & Conditions apply
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Call for Applications
National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) is a

Statutory and Autonomous body implementing
the Biological Diversity Act, 2002. A Centre for
Biodiversity Policy and Law (CEBPOL)
established by NBA is a joint initiative under the
Indo-Norwegian Cooperation in the field of
Biodiversity Policy and Law. Applications are
invited from individuals in India for the following

1. Access and Benefit Sharing (Code: CP-

2. Invasive Alien Species (Code: CP-IAS)
Environmental Agreements

For eligibility criteria, scope of work, application
procedure, contact details and other terms and
conditions, interested applicants may refer to our
website: www.nbaindia.org. The last date/time
for the receipt of applications in the prescribed
format along with self attested copies of all
supporting documents / testimonials is April 30,

Administrative Officer, NBA

Shreya Roy Chowdhury | TNN

New Delhi: There have nev-
er been so many first-time
votersina Lok Sabha contest
before this, and with its high
aspirations and a modern
worldview the city’s youth is
likely to shape the poll out-
come across all seven con-
stituencies. All the more, be-
cause the youngsters—3.4
lakh are in the 18-19 age
group—tend to be more en-
thusiastic voters. Political
parties are going all out to
woo them with promises of
development, corruption-
free governance, economic
progress and a secure future.
TOI spoke to some and found
them eagerly waiting for
polling day on April 10.
Eighteen-year-old Uday
Talwar wants to see what it’s
like not to have Congress in
power. For as long as he can
remember, Congress has
been in government — state
and Centre. “I want to see

A FORCE TO RECKON WITH: 3.4 lakh voters are in the 18-19 age group

who’s just finished school, “I
will be voting for change —for
better or for worse. Now we
are just stuck.” Even if ev-
erything goes south, he fig-
ures “people will start valu-
ing whattheyhad.”
Increased efficiency in

what happens,” says Uday

government

departments

would be welcome as would
be greater industrialization.
Corruption is a valid issue
but Uday says he’s “com-
pletely let down” by AAP
which brought attention to it
most. “We had so much hope
but AAP must learn to work

within the system. You can’t

hamper the function of the
democracy by  holding
strikes and dharnas. Arvind
Kejriwal needed to toughen
up, instead he threw a fit ev-
ery time something didn’t
work.”

Many are still holding on
to AAP.Govan Mehta, 23, also
a first-time voter, isn’t ready
to let the AAP dream go just
yet. “Kejriwal resigned on
moral grounds and wanted
to come back with more AAP
MLAs in assembly.” An MBA
student, the main concern
for him and his peers is jobs.
“The economy needs to be in
better shape,” he says but
isn’t sure which party is ca-
pable of making that hap-
pen. “AAP seems to have the
brains to make it work but
the nation will have to take a
risk,” hesaid.

RishiThariani, 18, gothis
voter ID card four days ago
but doesn’t know who he will
cast his vote for. If he’d been
eligibletovote inthe assemb-

ly elections, he’d “definitely

“ 1 will be voting for
change—for better or
for worse. Now we are
just stuck. Even if every-
thing goes south, people
will start valuing what
they had

UDAY TALWAR
18-year-old first-time voter

have voted for AAP.” Now he
islesssure. “Wedon’t see any
one party that will actually
work for the people. There
was AAP but their inexperi-
ence will go against them.
Their 49 days in power did
have an impact on Delhi but
they seem to have internal
problems too and Kejriwal’s
quitting now looks like a po-
liticalmove.” Also, Delhi was
an “experiment” for the peo-
ple. “AAP doesn't have the ex-
perience to manage all of In-
dia”,is Thariani’s opinion.
Navin Moni, 22, doesn’t

First-time voters believe it’s time for change

care about the party but the
candidate that can solve
Dwarkas’s — more specifical-
ly, Madhu Vihar’s — electrici-
ty, water and road problems.
“And nothing gets done here
without bribes,” he says add-
ing that AAP has lost its
sheen abitbutthe publicstill
expects much from it.

Zeeshan Khan, at 25, is al-
so a first-time voter. A Delhi-
ite now, he will be travelling
to his home in Nagina, Bij-
nor, for asingle day — April 17
—to vote. “There’s been a lot
of corruption in the name of
development and in these
parts people tend to vote the
same leader back into office
repeatedly,” he says.

He’ll use a single day to
even do a spot of awareness-
raising. He works with the
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR), studies can-
didates’ affidavits as part of
hisdayjoband planstoshare
the “data” with friends and
family so they can take an in-
formed decision.




