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of defence land, finds review

Action Against
Encroachers On:
Defence Ministry

Prafulla Marpakwar | TN

defence ministry review of
the status of land held by it
across the country, found
Maharashtra had most en-
croachments on defence
land, followed by Madhya Pradesh,
Punjab, Haryana and West Bengal.
Defence minister A K Antony on
Monday informed Parliament that an
estimated 12,364 acres of land was un-
der encroachment and action for re-
moval of illegal occupants had been
initiated under provisions of the Pub-
lic Premises (Eviction Of Unauthor-
ised Occupants) Act, 1971 and Canton-
ments Act, 2006. “Detailed instructions
emphasizing the need for ensuing vigi-
lance, detection and prevention of new
encroachments havebeen issued by the
defence ministry,” Antony said. The
ministersaid somecasesof allegedille-
gal transfer, wrong mutation and irreg-
ular grant of no-objection certificate
for sale of defence land or land under
the possession of defence authorities
have come to light in recent years.
On the Adarsh Cooperative Hous-
ing Society, Antony said it was alleged
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that the plot was fraudulently allotted
in favour of the society. The CBIfiled a
chargesheet on July 4,2012.

In Kandivli, it was alleged that Neo
Pharma Pvt Ltd (Kalpataru builders)
bought a piece of defence land in 2007,
over which officials of the Southern
command relinquished the claim held
by Central Ordnance Depot since 1942,
without sanction of the competent au-
thority. The CBI instituted a prelimina-
ry probe but later closed the case.

In Pune-Lohagaon, it was alleged
the then defence estates officer, individ-
uals and unknown persons, entered in-
to a conspiracy. It was claimed the land
never belonged to the defence ministry,
though it was in possession since 1918.
The CBIfiled achargesheet, whilereve-
nue authorities have corrected records
in favour of the ministry of defence.
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REPORT TO BE TABLED
AFTER LONG DELAY

ADARSH COMMISSION B

» A commission to probe “several
irregularities surrounding Adarsh
CHS” was set up in January 2011,
under retired Bombay high court judge
J A Patil and former chief secretary

P Subramaniam

» The commission’s terms of reference
were to investigate all aspects,
including land ownership and allotment,
as well as permissions given to Adarsh

| EIGHT EXTENsIoNs I

» It was initially given three months to
complete the investigation

» The commission received eight
extensions and finally submitted its
report in April 2013

(retd) R K Bakshi

CHARGESHEETED The CBI had last July filed a chargesheet against 13 accused RV TT Y[ Yol g0 [1[e]21)

» Former Maharashtra CM Ashok Chavan, R C
Thakur, Brigadier (retd) M M Wanchu, K L Gidwani
MLC (since deceased), Major General (retd) AR
Kumar, Maj. Gen. (retd) T K Kaul, Brig. (retd) TK
Sinha; retired IAS officers P V Deshmukh,
Ramanand Tiwari and Subhash Lalla, serving IAS
officers Pradeep Vyas and Jairaj Phathak, and Col

COST INCURRED | Thestzte [l

government spent more than z/crore on :
the Adarsh commission

DELAY IN TABLING REPORT

» The Commission of Inquiry Act, 1952,
places a mandatory obligation on the
state to table the report within six months
before each house of the legislature along
with a memorandum of action taken

» The government contended it was not
mandatory to table a commission’s report

HC TALKS TOUGH | The Bombay HC
bench of Justices V M Kanade and M S
Sonak had refused to accept the state’s
contention that the petition deserved to be
dismissed. It had not bought the state’s line
that that tabling the report was “not
mandatory in law”. On Tuesday, after
counsel for the state G W Mattos said he
“has instructions from the government” to
say the report would be tabled, the HC said
nothing survived in the petition

» Defence ministry must apprise it of
the action taken by the Government of
Maharashtra on the report of its
enquiry commission

» MOoEF to apprise the action taken
against officials for failing to detect
environmental violations and to ensure
delegated authorities perform duties
without fear and favour

» Thakur, who worked in the
Defence Estate Office,
ministry of defence, is the
secretary of the society, and
is accused of having entered
into a conspiracy with
Wanchoo to get the land
allotted for the society

‘Adarsh report in winter session’

Swati Deshpande | TNN

Mumbai: The Bombay High Court
disposed of a petition filed by BJP
leaders on the tabling of the Adarsh
panel report, after the government
counsel’s statement that the report
will be tabled in the winter session of
the Assembly.

BJP MLA from Kandivli, Yogesh
Sagar, and party spokesperson Atul
Shah, filed a petition in the Bombay
high court last month stating that the
law required the government to table
thereportin six monthsof itsrelease.

The HC earlier refused to accept
thestate’scontention thatthe petition
deserved to be dismissed and said it
was “maintainable” and would be
heard. The court had not bought the
state’slinethat that tablingthe report
was “notmandatory inlaw”.Ithad in-
sisted that the state inform whether it
was tabling the report or not. Notic-
ingthat the court meant business, the
state adopted a moreliberal approach
on Tuesday and its counsel G W Mat-
tos said the report would be tabled.

Mahesh Jethmalani counsel for
the BJP leaders, argued that the all-
party Public Accounts Committee,

Mumbai:
{ hanmumbai Municipal

Poor Planning:
Many Projects
Yet To Take Off

Bhavika Jain | TnN
The Bri-

Corporation the

country’s richest civic body,

(BMOC),

hasspentonly 17% of itsbud-

get, though there are only

four months for the financial
: yearto end.

Of the nearly Rs 6,143
crore earmarked for infras-

tructure projects in the city,
¢ the BMC has spent only Rs

1,079 crore. Thisexcludes the

water supply & sewerage de-
¢ partment, which has a sepa-
¢ rate Gbudget.

This poor planning may

: hit the city, with the election

code of conductnearing, and

with political equationslike-
¢ lytochange.

Civic officials said most

i expenses are planned post-
: monsoon and thus tenders
¢ are approved only at the end
: of the year. They admitted
: thatthepatternmustchange

sothatdepartments can plan

: and ready tenders for pro-
¢ jects early; execution can

¢ thenstartassoonasthemon-

Thane court orders probe into complaint against

Awhad’s failure to declare Adarsh flat in '09 poll

Thane courton Tuesday directed the Kalwa police to investigate the
A private complaint against NCP leader Jitendra Awhad for “deliberately

hiding facts” pertaining to his ownership of aflatin Adarsh society, in his
2009 election affidavit. Magistrate RS Kanade instructed cops to expeditiously
probe charges leveled by social activist Pravin Wategaonkar againstthe NCP
leader, who reportedly failed to disclose the flat. “The MLA was allotted flat 601
inthe Colababuilding and regularly released payments exceeding Rs 60 lakh in
chequesin 12 instalments from July 2004 to November 2010. However, the
election affidavit filed in 2009 does not have any mention of this, nor of the flat.
This amounts to suppressing information and making a false claim on oath,”
Wategaokar said. Nitin Yeshwantrao | Tnn

like roads,

soon season ends.
Civic finance & accounts
department data showed

that departments like gar-

dens, information technolo-
gy and fire brigade have not
spentmostof thebudgetallo-
cated to them. Departments
storm water
drains and bridges have also
spent20-30% of their budget,

: but officials said these de-
: partments will exhaust the
¢ remaining amount as bulk
¢ tenders from them are ex-
¢ pectedinthenextonemonth.

Additional municipal
commissioner in-charge of

finance Rajiv Jalota said the

civic body introduced a new

rate schedule in September,

which tabled itsreport on the Adarsh
land in Parliament on Monday, has
sought an action-taken report from
the defence ministry for its probe. “By
not tabling the Adarsh report and its
ATR, the state was also obstructing
the functioning of Parliament,” said
Jethmalani.

He also handed over copies of the
PACreporttothe HCjudges.

Thetwo-member Adarsh commis-
sionappointed by the statein January
2011 to go into various aspects of the
controversy had submitted its report

to the state government in April 2013.
The commission held that the land in
Colabanexttothesensitiveand prom-
inent defence establishments, allot-
ted to Adarsh housing society, be-
longed to the state. The state
government has spent nearly Rs 7
crore on the commission.

The state’s silence since April led
to a huge uproar from the opposition.
The state government said in court
that an ATR would take time. The de-
lay had prompted the BJP leaders to
file the petition.

: dueto which several tenders
¢ that were finalized had to be
¢ reworked.

“Thiswasoneof themain
* reasons why several tenders,
i especially for the roads de-
: partment, have been de-
¢ layed. There have been prob-
: lems with finalizing some
¢ tenders of other depart-
: ments for other reasons,”
: saidJalota.

: Several projects the civic
¢ body had announced in its
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Maha leads in encroachment With 4 months left, BMC
“spends only 17% of budget

CRORES LYING

‘UNSPENT

Funds for all
departments (except
water & sewerage) for
2013-14

36,143Cr

Funds spent till Nov 31

%1,079Cr

Ram

Funds for all
departments (except
water & sewerage) for
2012-13

36,000Cr

Funds spent till Nov 31

21,093Cr
4 months, !

till March 31 Figures in < crore
DEPARTMENT-WISE ALE%:?ED ;gg:?
Information technology 122 9

Solid waste management 261 23
Storm water drains 1,100 289
Garden department 228 14
Roads & traffic department 1,545 264
Health department 659 140

TIMES VIEW: This is how inefficiency and sloth lead to
other ills. The inability to spend money judiciously for the
first eight-nine months of the financial year will automatically
have a more damaging effect on what remains of the year;
there will be a scurry to spend as much money as possible,
which will result in indiscriminate and unjustified spending
and, most probably, corruption.

budget forthisfinancial year
are yet to be started due to
poor planning. One such pro-
ject is the supply of milk to
civic school students, for
which a budgetary alloca-
tion of Rs 132 crore was
made.

The Byculla zoo upgrada-
tion, for which Rs 75 crore
was allocated, is running be-
hind schedule, while con-
struction of five vehicular
bridges across the Mithi riv-
erisyettostart.

Devendra Amberkar, op-

position leader in the BMC,
said the Shiv Sena-Bharati-
ya Janata Party alliance had
failed to initiate infrastruc-
ture projects in the city and
mismanagement would lead
to the funds getting lapsed.
“Projects and infrastructure
work in the city have come to
a standstill. It’s more than
two months since the mon-
soons, and road repair con-
tracts have not yet been
awarded. Even ward-level
work has not yet started,”
said Amberkar.

Two Customs ~ writes to CM,
cheated to get A grade’

officials wants to return
suspended Andheri plots
ACADEMIC ISSUES

C Unnikrishnan|Tnn TNN & AGENCIES
» A full-time teacher having

PG teaching in that subject

can be appointed, but 13 of 17
teachers co-opted don't fulfil

this qualification. After hearing
JACIHE's plea, the HC directed the
chancellor to hold an inquiry. But
the varsity only provided partial
information. Ten teachers continue
to hold their positions illegally

» One board of studies chairman
doesn’t belong to subject he
represents, another member

Teachers Claim
Varsity Closed
Courses After

NAAC Inspection

Hemali Chhapial|Tnn

Mumbai: Two Customs offi-
cials have been suspended for
dereliction of duty after a duty
evasionracketwasbustedatthe
airport’s courier terminal. The
Customs department has also
arrested Gaurav Khianra, di-
rector of AMIExpress Services,
acourier firm.

There was a high drama at
the terminal on November 16,
when assistant commissioner
of Customs Kiran Kumar Kar-
lapu and his colleague arrived
on a bike around 6pm and
blocked three trucks that were

New Delhi/Mumbai: Union
minister Rajiv Shukla on Tues-
day said he has written to the
Maharashtra government to
take back the two Andheri (W)
plots given to a society co-found-
ed by him to start a school, fol-
lowing the controversy around
their allotment.

Shukla, minister of state for
parliamentary affairs, said he
wrote to CM Prithviraj Chavan
on December 4 to take back the
plots as they had been en-
croached upon, preventing his
Bag Films Education Society

Mumbai: Rules laid down by
the Mumbai University (MU)
penalize candidates who
cheat in tests. However, when
the varsity was put through
anassessment, it presented to
the National Assessment and

ADMINISTRATION

» The V-C takes
no decisions even if
they fall within his

about to leave. The officialshad | Accreditation Council | doesn’thold a PhD degree purview. Applications (BFES)from starting any work.

intelligence information that (NAAC) impressive pro- » Ordinance for becoming a PhD | for sabbatical leaves “Despite all efforts over the
the garments in the vehicle : grammes it ran, but quickly | guide has been diluted. Those who | are forwarded to the last five years, there are several
were cleared without proper as- folded all of them up after the have qualified for a PhD degree 3 | government slum clusters. So, the society is
sessment of duty and were inspection, alleged a group of ; ; ; not able to take possession of the
headed to the local market. The university teachers. glpopr}itgjtgéosretgk?g S ifcegg r?i(t)ir:) r(lJ fas 1’ Teacher.s have . land to start any activity;” Shuk-
officials removed the trucks’ Claiming that MU’s stan- been recruited against la said. He added that there was

guide, will become guides

» Credit-based semester system
is designed wrongly

already sanctioned
posts; appointment
letters not yet issued

keys and directed them back for
are-examination.

The investigations that fol-
lowed showed that 147 packets
containing 17,000 pieces of gar-
ments that came from China
were worth acrorebutthedocu-
ments submitted to the Cus-
toms showed a value of Rs 1.5
lakh. This translates into
around Rs 28 1akh duty evasion,
an official said. “Investigations
are on to ascertain whether or

dards have deteriorated, the
teachers have demanded
vice-chancellor Rajan Welu-
kar’s resignation, failing
which they would goon an in-
definite hunger strike.

Last year, the 156-year-old
institution was awarded an A
grade—it was marked 3.05on
a scale of 4 based on its aca-
demic strength and its re-
search. Among the findings,
the inspecting team said, was

no irregularity in the land allo-
cation as many other education-
al societies have been allocated
land under the same provisions.

On Monday, BJP leader Kirit
Somaiya had alleged that the
state had allotted plots to BFES
for apittance. Save Open Spaces,
an NGO that exposed the deal,
claimed that the plots were allot-
ted for less than Rs 1 lakh while
the current rates are about Rs
400 crore. But Shukla said,

several courses are not run-
ning, alleged members of the
Joint Action Committee for
Improvement of Higher Edu-
cation in Maharashtra (JA-
CIHE). In aletter to the gover-
nor, the convenor of the
JACIHE alleged, “The admin-
istration has mentioned in

lectures delivered in lingua
franca. Varsity authorities
asked professors to “start
making notes in Hindi and
Marathi”. Several teachers,
especially those who are not
very fluent in either lan-
guage, feel this is a “frivolous
and non-academic way of

not the suspended officials, Jas- that MU’s plus points includ-  the NAAC report that it con-  dealingwiththeissue”. “There’s no question of any
pal Sharma and SR Vadke, con- edallowingstudentstosimul-  ducts bridge courses, reme- Inthenotetothegovernor, commercial value as the aim
nived with the importers. The taneously study for diploma dialteachingandaregularac- JACIHE said, “The printing was to build a primary school.”

creditation of teachers and
courses by students. Butnoth-
ingof thissortisactually car-
ried out. The administration
has just written this to im-
pressthe NAAC committee.”
Also, in a teachers’ meet-
ing held two months ago, pro-
fessors claimed, they were
told to prepare notes in lan-
guages other than English for
learners who do not pick up

courses. Italsolauded the var-
sity for running bridge cours-
es for students who were
weak in English.

In fact, in its self-assess-
ment report—it is used by
NAACtorankaneducational
institute—MU said it offered
remedial courses for academ-
ically weak non-English
speaking students. A year af-
ter it celebrated the top grade,

matter has been referred to the
vigilance department,” an offi-
cial said. Therole of some more
officials is being examined con-
sideringthat atleast 55 consign-
ments worth over Rs 20 crore
have been cleared in the last
three months.

Officials are searching for
Amol Krishnamurthy, another
director of AMIExpressand be-
lieved to be the mastermind.

press hasfailed tomake avail-
able translations of impor-
tant textual material of inter-
national quality in regional
languagestohelp studentsfor
whom English is not the first
or even the second language
of learning.” Reacting to the
claim, MU officials said what
they mean by remedial cour-
sesisteacherswhoareexpect-
edtohelpslowlearners.

The BJP and Save Open
Spaces had demanded that the
state government initiate an in-
quiry and take back the plots. So-
maiya, whohad sought informa-
tion under the RTT Act on how
the Andheri plots were given to
Shukla, wastold that thefile was
destroyed in the Mantralaya fire
last year. He asked why wasn’t
thefile recreated like others that
were damaged in the blaze.




